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agreement could hardly have been settled in the space
of a few hours, no hint that conversations were taking
place on the subject had reached the ears of His
Majesty's Government. Nowhere in the White Book,
containing copies of the communications which passed
between the Foreign Office and the Embassy in Con-
stantinople, and between the Embassy and the Ottoman
Government, is there trace that suspicion was aroused.
The representatives of Great Britain were not the only
men to be deceived. Even so shrewd an observer as
the Minister of the United States remained in igno-
rance of the agreement. The Turkish professions of
neutrality were accepted by the Allies and neutrals
as satisfactory evidence of her intentions.1

Yet even in a peaceful mobilization of the military
forces of the Ottoman Empire there was an indirect
menace to the Allies, since Germany exercised a large
measure of control over the army. During many
years that Power had been striving to wrest from
Great Britain the influence which the latter tradi-
tionally enjoyed in Constantinople, and, in the pro-
tracted duel between the two, the former recently had
won a notable triumph. The Ottoman Government
watched the struggle for their favour with outward
indifference. There were moments when the attitude
of Turkish Ministers suggested a desire to play off one
against the other : there were periods when it sug-
gested their suspicions that Germany was bent more
upon injuring England than advancing the interests
of Turkey. But England was slow to take advantage
of the favourable situation which prestige of past
generations had placed in Constantinople, and on more

1 It is worth while observing that Mr. C. A. Beard does not refer
in his book, Cross Currents in Europe To-Day (published by Marshall
Jones, Boston, U.S.A., 1922), to the existence of an understanding
between Germany and Turkey, though he devotes a third of the pages
to the analysis of other secret alliances.